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News and Updates from the Cville Dems: July 29, 2022

3 easy ways you can support Cville Dems today:

We're sending personalized postcards to introduce Josh
Throneburg to new audiences; you can write postcards with
us (see Thursdays at IX below) or donate to defray the cost
of stamps and postcards. Contact Nancy Damon:
nancycdamon@gmail.com.

Forward this to friends who aren’t politically engaged but
might want to know what the Cville Dems do and stand for

Like/Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram (and
like/share our posts!)

Mark Your Calendars!

07/30 10am-7pm Chihamba African-American Cultural
Arts Festival & Community Health Fair

08/03 6:30pm Presentation with Q&A from the director
of the new Gabby Giffords Won't Back Down movie
(below)

08/10 6:30pm Town Hall with Ézé Amos about his
A12 Photo Exhibit (below)

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/dEsR6w6?source_id=4ac1e87b-fd72-4064-b6a9-8922a02e0cb9&source_type=em&c=
https://www.facebook.com/CharlottesvilleDems
https://twitter.com/CvilleDems
https://cvilledems.org/
mailto:nancycdamon@gmail.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010Hh-Nd0xogbek69bodi1tMHVYrJ1KsfDMV3RLe-zkrfWCIUEHoGHfOzxnXuDkfFTgA2rsaD4bAXtrGe9i1knTvrv6uHWrzUkQlKKd916bP_4l1-dxqlWxE0aJu0EBx_JA5B0q34dhi4-rvAKZgvfKH6mUkBMv2ES5-IFfSOuVuATzFeRjOzbDRIWJDcnsch-S7Npz8yfduRrvF1NO2TL5xsihzHhWcNHWtaJAeRicto=&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010Hh-Nd0xogbek69bodi1tMHVYrJ1KsfDMV3RLe-zkrfWCIUEHoGHfOzxnXuDkfFTgA2rsaD4bAXtrGe9i1knTvrv6uHWrzUkQlKKd916bP_4l1-dxqlWxE0aJu0EBx_JA5B0q34dhi4-rvAKZgvfKH6mUkBMv2ES5-IFfSOuVuATzFeRjOzbDRIWJDcnsch-S7Npz8yfduRrvF1NO2TL5xsihzHhWcNHWtaJAeRicto=&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010Hh-Nd0xogbek69bodi1tMHVYrJ1KsfDMV3RLe-zkrfWCIUEHoGHfNjoUUvKiQ6xUTccYGvGd-X0ANU3Hj-HdsavCF2dgDY6WZPNJyNleJYe44I9iN6ZzVPqKVpFfiwdUtEDLyZwATmzXMN4jFkA9r8qfJ781m5V&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010Hh-Nd0xogbek69bodi1tMHVYrJ1KsfDMV3RLe-zkrfWCIUEHoGHfNjoUUvKiQ6xUTccYGvGd-X0ANU3Hj-HdsavCF2dgDY6WZPNJyNleJYe44I9iN6ZzVPqKVpFfiwdUtEDLyZwATmzXMN4jFkA9r8qfJ781m5V&c=&ch=
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0010Hh-Nd0xogbek69bodi1tMHVYrJ1KsfDMV3RLe-zkrfWCIUEHoGHfAJWtC5SqrupFfHb8G0gUTZrdvOmRP6ISl6SnSZaghuBxno9wtM6B-9M0lTJYdkoT4amqB2fhaRgPT_r1H6HoTEXCa1YVHlL7pNuBDTMP9F4EtufLaH4LHQ=&c=&ch=
https://www.gabbygiffordswontbackdown.com
https://youtu.be/Re1OKox_ygM
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bgt56DjoFdlU6m8Y82qVdN-_0tTagXWj/view?usp=sharing


08/13 11am Ézé Amos 1-hour Guided Tour of Mall
A12 Exhibit

08/14 3-5pm School Supply Drive (see below)

09/22 Dahlia Lithwick evening event (details TBA)

10/02 3-6pm Albemarle County Dems BBQ fundraiser
at Pen Park Picnic Shelters

Special Presentations by Ézé Amos, creator of "The
Story of Us" exhibit (the City's A12 Commemoration)

Ézé Amos, Charlottesville's photojournalist extraordinaire, donated a
collection of 36 prints (2 samples below) that make up the interactive
exhibit "The Story of Us" that the City of Charlottesville is mounting on
the Downtown Mall as its commemoration of the 5th anniversary of
A12. 

We've arranged with Ézé to do two free community events related to
the A12 Commemoration for us, both open to the greater
Charlottesville community, in commemoration of the 5th anniversary
of the infamous "Unite the Right" violence:

• Wednesday, August 10, 6:30pm — Ézé will facilitate a town hall-
style presentation in which he will both explain the genesis and
intentionality behind his "The Story of Us" exhibit and also offer

https://albemarledems.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=73dd6a27b312e7ec75b9391fc&id=7e5799dd47&e=24b4616246


attendees a chance to share their emotions and memories of their
experiences of that weekend. Join us in-person (Charlottesville
Downtown Library's Swanson Case Room) or via Zoom:
(https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85683422230 or 1-301-715-8592).

• Saturday, August 13, 11am — Ézé will lead a roughly one-hour-
long guided walking tour of his photos. The meetup spot will be the
Downtown Mall water fountain at the intersection with 2nd Street NE.

The exhibit's photos will be mounted on trees all along the Downtown
Mall, and each photo will have a QR code linking to a roughly 3-
minute recording of the person in the photo describing that moment
captured in the photo in their own words and voice. The photos will be
installed August 9-10.

Ézé created the exhibit to overturn caricature perceptions and
narratives of Charlottesville as no more than the place where the Alt-
right perpetrated violence and spewed hate in 2017. The exhibit
powerfully shows the equally important truth that our community came
together in resistance — holding space, being brave, being
vulnerable, showing love for each other in the face of that assault. 

"These personal narratives show what we know to be true about
Charlottesville," Ézé observes. "It is a city with a complex history and
many flaws, but it is also a place of resilience, of unity, of art, and of
joy. National media outlets have portrayed our community in negative
ways and overlooked all of the ways we’ve moved toward a better
understanding of one another and our city’s history."

You won't want to miss these powerful presentations and the chance
to engage with Ézé about his very compelling exhibit; please spread
the word, please bring family and friends!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85683422230


“Gabby Giffords Won’t Back Down” Zoom Event

Oscar-nominated documentary
director Julie Cohen (past works
include the acclaimed “RBG” about
Ruth Bader Ginsburg) will give a
special Zoom talk + Q&A to us (all of
Charlottesville is welcome, please tell

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RBG_(film)


your friends!) on August 3rd at
6:30pm for her just-released film
“Gabby Giffords Won’t Back Down”
(watch the trailer here).

This is a Zoom-only talk:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83200876457

The new movie tells the extraordinary story of former Democratic
Arizona Congresswoman Gabby Giffords’ relentless and ultimately
successful fight to recover from a 2011 assassination attemp, and her
new life as one of the most effective activists in the battle against gun
violence.

The film features:
exclusive stunning videos taken in the weeks following her near-
death
a close-up portrait of her marriage to former-astronaut now
Democratic Arizona US Senator Mark Kelly
interviews with Pres. Barack Obama, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand,
Rep. Jim Clyburn, and other friends and colleagues

We’ve organized the event, which is co-sponsored by Moms Demand
Action Charlottesville, The B.U.C.K Squad, and Students Demand
Action at UVA (the latter three groups are not affiliated with the
Democratic Party) to continue bringing attention to the curse of gun
violence and spotlight the work citizen activists are doing locally and
nationwide.

https://www.gabbygiffordswontbackdown.com
https://www.gabbygiffordswontbackdown.com/videos
https://www.gabbygiffordswontbackdown.com/videos
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83200876457
https://www.bucksquad911.org
https://www.bucksquad911.org
https://www.instagram.com/sda_at_uva
https://www.instagram.com/sda_at_uva


99 Days until
Election Day:
Join in Thursday
Nights of Action!
If you want to help the
Josh Throneburg

Campaign #FlipThe5th and unseat Bob (No)Good, here are some
options:

1. Join us this Thursday, August 4th, from 5-7pm at IX Park for
our Weekly Thursday Night of Action (a bit of socializing, a good
bit of strategizing)!

This week we’ll be focussing on phone banking and canvassing.
There’ll be a printed phone list for folks to choose from to call into. If
you wish to canvas please download “MiniVan” (download the app
from these Apple or Android links if you don’t already have it)... if you
want you can even create an ActionID before Thursday to save time.

If you plan to attend, please sign up using this link:
https://www.mobilize.us/joshforvirginia/event/475179/

There will be training on MiniVan for those who need a refresher of
haven’t ever used it (don’t worry, it’s not hard!).

2. If you can’t attend this Thursday, here’s the weekly schedule
of other opportunities you can sign up:

Wednesday Nights Virtual Phone Bank / 6:30pm – 8:30pm
Thursday Nights J4VA & Generation Ratify Virginia Virtual Phone
Bank / 6:30pm-8:30pm
Sunday Evenings Virtual Phone Bank / 1pm – 4pm
Sunday Evenings Virtual Text Bank / 4pm – 6pm
Saturday Canvassing in Charlottesville (meet at The Dairy
Market) / 10am – Noon & 1pm – 3pm

Sign up for any of these events
here: https://www.mobilize.us/joshforvirginia/

Back to School Time
=

School Supplies Time
The Cville Dems encourage
our members to give back to
the community by supporting

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/minivan-touch/id352087547
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.voteractivationnetwork.minivan&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://www.mobilize.us/joshforvirginia/event/475179/
https://www.mobilize.us/joshforvirginia/


our youth. Local activists (led
by Jamar Pierre-Louis and
Robert Gray) are now in their
6th year organizing their
annual drive to help
community students obtain
needed school supplies and
raise money to help worthy
students afford college.
Come out to Tonsler Park
Sunday August 14, 3-5pm, to
lend a hand or kick in a few
dollars for a very good
cause!

REPORT: Executive Committee
Meeting (7/25)
Dashad introduced Zach Lincoln, the leader
of the Virginia Teen Democrats, who
discussed how his group is organizing and
energizing the next generation of Democratic

voters. Dashad also introduced the committee to the work of
local activists Jamar Pierre-Louis and Robert Grey, whose
annual Back To School drive (now in year #6, see above)
everyone agreed, is very worthy of our support.
John Alexander and Frank Dukes made a presentation about the
Swords Into Plowshares (SIP) project, which seeks to convert the
metal from the dismantled Robert E Lee statue into positive and
unifying public art. We're talking with SIP about sponsoring a
public forum, possibly on 8/17, to gather community ideas.
Eleanor Roy of the Josh Throneberg campaign reported that the
campaign is now raising funds for polling to help fine-tune the
campaign’s strategy.  Anyone wishing to help with this effort can
contact her at eleanor@joshforvirginia.com.
Nancy Damon reported that our "Turn Out The Vote Thursdays"
events at Brazos Tacos are succeeding beyond
expectations. These activities are coordinated with the Josh
Throneberg campaign, see below for details.
Dan Doernberg reported on events planned for this and next
month, including movie director Julie Cohen (Gabby Giffords

mailto:eleanor@joshforvirginia.com


movie on 8/3), Ézé Amos (two A12 "The Story of Us" exhibit
events on 8/10 and 8/13) and an event with legal maven Dahlia
Lithwick on 9/22 (details still TBA).

Report: Raised/Razed Film Discussion (7/28)
Lorenzo Dickerson and Jordy Yager gave a really nice and wide-
ranging presentation at their Live + Zoom presentation last night. They
provided a good deal of additional information and context for the
impact of "urban renewal" on so many families in the once-vibrant
Vinegar Hill community, and also told the interesting stories of how
their creative partnership and this movie came about (we also got to
see clips from some of their other projects documenting the Black
experience in Charlottesville).

Thank you Lorenzo and Jordy for your time with us and for your good
work researching and creating this excellent film

Note: they said there's some possibility that they might get to do a
follow-up, tell other interesting stories of impacted community
members and explore some other angles, e.g. maybe include some
material about key players in the white establishment who pushed the
project through. We hope to watch a Raised/Razed sequel someday!

"Turn Out the Vote Thursdays”



“Turn Out the Vote
Thursdays” (every
Thursday from 5-7pm
outside of Brazos Tacos
at Ix Art Park, to overlap
with the sunset market)
continues to be a great
success; this Thursday
we had 22 people! It
was observed that the
Dem women are turning
out in significantly
greater number than
Dem guys... gentle gender nudge... 



In addition to building the party and helping get Josh elected, it's a fun
community-building event and a great way to get to know other Dems!
The group does things like writing postcards to newly registered City
of Charlottesville voters, making phone calls… whatever's important
that week to help us win in November.

We'll soon be writing postcards for the Throneburg Campaign. There
are lots of ways you can pitch in (this is also something you could do
from home if you can't make it on a Thursday!), contact Nancy Damon
at nancycdamon@gmail.com for information.

Come join us to hang out and help elect Dems! Rain cancels, threat of
rain does not (we're a hardy bunch!).

Volunteer Profiles: Donna Kaiser & Steven Johnson

Donna Kaiser and Steven
Johnson, Fifeville residents
since 2015, are both lifelong
Democrats who recently joined
the Full Committee from the
Buford Precinct. They strongly
believe in the ideals and
values of the Democratic
Party. Together, they

mailto:nancycdamon@gmail.com


established, curate, and
frequently contribute to the
Neighborhood Art Gallery, a
free art exchange on Grove
Street. They have one dog,
three cats, and nine backyard
chickens

Before retiring, Donna worked
as a professor and therapist
and ran art therapy programs
at Albertus Magnus College
(New Haven) and Drexel
University (Philadelphia). She's
an avid vegetable gardener.

Steven is an Associate
Professor at the UVA McIntire
School of Commerce and has

been actively involved in launching the local volunteer advocacy group
Livable Cville. His most memorable political experience was attending
Barack Obama's acceptance speech at the 2008 Democratic National
Convention in Denver.

Voter Registration (VR) team
rolls on! 

In addition to their every Saturday morning
work at the outdoor Ix Market, the VR team
registered new voters at multiple abortion
rights protests and will soon be working
with OAR (Offender Aid and Restoration)
Jefferson Area Community Corrections. 

Barbara Shenefield and Suzanne Michels
and their crew are really really good at
doing this important work; please contact
Suzanne (suzemichels@gmail.com) if you

might like to be part of the team!

Preaching BEYOND the Choir
(Why electing Dems matters!)

National Level

"In the House, Republicans voted against
federal protection of an individual’s right to

mailto:suzemichels@gmail.com


choose whether to continue or end a
pregnancy and to protect a health care
provider’s ability to provide abortion services:
209 Republicans voted no; 2 didn’t vote.
That’s 99% of House Republicans.

They voted against the right to use
contraception: 195 out of 209 Republicans
voted no; 2 didn’t vote. That’s 96% of House
Republicans.

They voted against marriage equality: 157 out
of 204 Republicans voted no; 7 didn’t vote.
That’s 77% of House Republicans.

They voted against a bill guaranteeing a
woman’s right to travel across state lines to

obtain abortion services: 205 out of 208 Republicans voted no; 3
didn’t vote. That’s 97% of House Republicans.

Sixty-two percent of Americans believe abortion should be legal.
Seventy percent support gay marriage. More than 90% of Americans
believe birth control should be legal. I can’t find polling on whether
Americans support the idea of women being able to cross state lines
without restrictions, but one would hope that concept is also popular.
And yet, Republican lawmakers are comfortable standing firmly
against the firm will of the people." Prof. Heather Cox Richardson,
7/23/22

State Level

"On June 26 we called for Virginia Gov. Glenn
Youngkin to remove Casey Flores from his
LGBTQ+ advisory board because of Flores’
history of obscene and controversial tweets.
The coup de grace to Flores in his trove of
trash talk were his unprovoked and shameful
insults aimed at the children of Charlottesville
nurse Kellen Squire, a Democrat running for a

seat in the House of Delegates. Youngkin, a Republican, did not
officially remove Flores, but Flores has now left the advisory board
barely two weeks after he joined." Daily Progress, 7/20/22

Has it been a long time
since you received our
newsletter?

https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=20533&post_id=65427211
https://dailyprogress.com/opinion/opinion-editorial-flores-is-gone-online-rage-lies-continue/article_e2f64d86-0798-11ed-8c7e-c7310f1da703.html?utm_source=dailyprogress.com&utm_campaign=%2Fnewsletter-templates%2Fnews-alert&utm_medium=PostUp&utm_content=40f6d32576bbc9d799bf37aa4f7933591fd3f1fe


We're been working hard to clean
up our mailing list... we
apparently had an outdated email
address for you and we were able
to find this one to replace it.

It will be great to have you back;
the election this November is
hugely important, and just once
every two weeks we want to keep the everyone informed about what's
happening. However... if you want to unsubscribe, the link is below.

Thanks to Mary Ann Harris, Russ Linden, Kate Fraleigh, and Barbara
Shenefield for the initial cleanup help!

Partner Organizations

Our friends the UVA Dems, Albemarle Dems, and Greene County
Dems are doing good things too, check them out!

Charlottesville Democratic Party ("Cville Dems")
https://cvilledems.org/

PO Box 916, Charlottesville, VA 22902

Contact us: cvilledemschair@gmail.com
Add me to the mailing list

Thank you for your support!

Co-chair: John McLaren 
Co-chair: Dashad Cooper 

Newsletter Editor: Dan Doernberg
Newsletter Production: Bo Sacks 
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